
THE WORD WAS MADE FLESH  
AND DWELT AMONG US! 

ALLELUIA! ALLELUIA! 



The Word This Week 
 
Here we enter a new stage of Advent: 
having spent so much time on the Second 
Coming, now we look back, to remember 
the details of the Lord’s First Coming. 
Today we focus on the characters of Mary 
and Joseph, and hear of the circumstanc-
es surrounding the conception of the child 
Jesus, and the reaction of Joseph. This 
mystery springs from the House of David, 
and so we lead into the Gospel by hearing 
of the promise that the Messiah would 
come from that line. The link between the 
First Reading and the Gospel is quite ex-
plicit today, since Matthew actually 
quotes Isaiah. Joseph, descendant of King 
David, is invited to take his place in the 
great story of God’s relationship with the 
Chosen people. There is great sense of a 
timeless mystery reaching its focal point, 
as that which was “promised long 
ago” (Second Reading) now takes flesh in 
the womb of Mary. 
 
Christmas Flowers 
If anyone wishes to donate to the cost of 
flowers for Christmas in memory of a loved 
one, please place your donation in an en-
velope marked “Christmas Flowers” and 
hand it in or post it through the Presbytery 
letterbox before the end of this Sunday 
21st December. Names of those to be re-
membered will be displayed in Church. 
 
Church Decorating 
Help is needed after 11.00 a.m. Mass this 
Sunday to get the big trees up in Church—
it’s a heavy lifting job, so anyone who can 
stay behind or pop back will be very wel-
come! We’ll be doing all our Church Christ-
mas decorations on Tuesday 23rd Decem-
ber, straight after the 9.30 a.m. Mass, - 
decorating the trees and arranging the 
crib, so everyone is very welcome! Also this 
Sunday there are some festive refreshments after 

the 11.00 a.m. Mass with musical entertain-
ment, raising money for Springhill Hospice. Do 
pop in! 
 
S.V.P. Epiphany Party 
Our Parish SVP is hosting the traditional 
Epiphany Party on Sunday 11th January 
next year from 2.00 – 5.00 p.m.: everyone 
is welcome but for catering purposes please 
fill in and return an “RSVP” card—these are 
available in the porch. For more infor-
mation please contact Joan on 0773 990 
8561. 
 
Crib Offerings 
This year our crib offerings will be added to 
our Appeal for the work of Friends of the 
Holy Land. Especially as our minds and 
hearts turn towards Bethlehem 2000 years 
ago, let us not forget our Christian broth-
ers and sisters struggling in that little town 
today! Thank you for your donations so far.  
 
Next Sunday’s Gospel 
Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23 
When the Magi had departed, behold, an angel 
of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and 
said, ‘Rise, take the child and his mother, and 
flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, 
for Herod is about to search for the child, to 
destroy him.’ And he rose and took the child 
and his mother by night and departed to Egypt 
and remained there until the death of Herod. 
This was to fulfil what the Lord had spoken by 
the prophet: ‘Out of Egypt I called my son.’ 
But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the 
Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, 
saying, ‘Rise, take the child and his mother 
and go to the land of Israel, for those who 
sought the child’s life are dead.’ And he rose 
and took the child and his mother and went to 
the land of Israel. But when he heard that 
Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of 
his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and 
being warned in a dream he withdrew to the 
district of Galilee. And he went and lived in a 
city called Nazareth, so that what was spoken 
by the prophets might be fulfilled, that he 
would be called a Nazarene. 



 Grace Before and After 
Christmas Meals 

 
Lord and Father of us all, today we rejoice 
at the coming of your Son, born in simple 

silence, in humility and need. Pour out 
your deepest joy upon us as  we gather to 

share this festive meal; help us to build 
joy for one another,  and to remember 

those who spend this day, like Christ and 
his Mother, in humility and need. We ask 
this through Christ, our new-born King. 

Amen. 
 

Thank you, God and Father, for these 
gifts. Bless those who worked so hard to 

make them ready. Help us to spread 
nothing but peace, joy and hope,  in our 

home today and in our world always. We 
ask this through Christ, our new-born 

King. Amen. 

 
 

CHRISTMAS WORDSEARCH 

In Our Prayers ... 
Requests for Masses & Prayers 
Recently Deceased: Ellen McDermott, Mary 
Cave, Kathleen Ridsdale. 
Anniversary: Jean Wright, Nellie Winstanley, 
Ken Patterson, Elizabeth Orsler, James O’Neill, 
Annie O’Neill, Eveline Cropper, Martin Feeney, 
Nancy Fallon, Malcolm Jones. 
 National Cycle of Prayer 
During Advent and Christmastide we are asked 
to pray for these intentions: Openness to the 
Word of God, Migrants and Refugees, Ex-
pectant Mothers. 
 Holy Father’s Intention (December)  
For Christians in areas of conflict: Let us pray 
that Christians living in areas of war or con-
flict, especially in the Middle East, might be 
seeds of peace, reconciliation, and hope.  
 Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 
This week we hold in prayer the parish of Saint 
Winifred, Heaton Mersey, Father Mark Paver, 

their parish priest, their parish pri-
mary school and Stella Maris school. 

A B Y M E L C H I O R R E 

B D E L B A T S L A A E S 
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N G G C N O H O S P E T C 
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S H E N L E S N I T A R F 

C R I S D S Y R A M I N G 

CHRISTMAS TREE  
DECORATIONS  
HOLLY 
REINDEER 
TINSEL  
MANGER  
BABY 
JOSEPH 
JESUS 
SHEPHERD 
KINGS 
STAR 
STABLE 
FRANKINCENSE 

ADVENT  
CAROLS  
ANGEL 
CRIB 
HOLY 
NOEL  
MARY 
BALTHAZAR  
MELCHIOR 
CASPAR 
GOLD 
MYRRH  
SANTA CLAUS  



 
A Christmas Word from Father James 

 

It was only when I was coming to write 
this little Christmas message and checking 
back on previous years that I saw I had 
always signed it “Father James and Ar-
thur”. As you know, I lost my dog Arthur 
earlier this year, and inevitably feel the 
loss at this time. How much more people 
who have lost loved ones in the past year, 
and face an empty place at the Christmas 
table for the first time! If you are in that 
position it’s easy to feel “excluded” from 
the joy and jollity all around—easy to think 
“I won’t bother with Christmas this year.” 
We can feel the same as we contemplate 
our world, which seems to see more and 
more divisions and conflicts and hatred—
”What’s the point of Christmas”, we think. 
And yet this misses the point. Christ was 
born into a messy world in a messy way: 
finding temporary lodging in an farm shel-
ter, having to flee the violence of King Her-
od as an innocent baby—and other inno-
cents did not survive. But this is the real 
point of this feast: the joy of Christmas is 
not avoiding heartache or pain, but seeing 
that our God wants to be close to us in it. 
With God we are never alone, in our grief 
or fear or isolation or sadness: God-is-with
-us: Emmanuel. So please find consolation, 
joy and hope in this little babe, who comes 
to be with us in all that this world brings, 
so that he can carry us triumphantly—and 
joyfully—into eternity! 
 

May the companionship of Christ be in your 
hearts and homes this Christmas and all 

through the New Year, whether you are alone 
or with family and friends, whether you are 

happy or sad.  With prayers and blessings for 
a joyful and holy Christmas, 

 
Father James 

This Week 
FOURTH WEEK OF ADVENT  

AND BEGINNING OF CHRISTMAS OCTAVE 
Monday 22nd December 
Advent II weekday 
 1 Samuel 1:24-28; Luke 1:46-56  
9.30 a.m. MASS 
6.00 p.m. Confessions until 7.00 p.m. 
Tuesday 23rd December 
Advent II Weekday 
 Malachi 3:1-4. 4:5-6; Luke 1:57-66 
9.30 a.m. MASS 

Followed by Decorating Church 
Wednesday 24th December 
Advent II Weekday 
 2 Samuel 7:1-5.8b-12.14a.16; Luke 1:67-79 
6.30 p.m. The First MASS of Christmas 
Thursday 25th December 
THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD (Solemnity) 
 Isaiah 9:1-6; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14  
9.00 a.m. MASS of the Shepherds 
11.00 a.m. MASS of Christmas Day 
Friday 26th December 
Saint Stephen, The First Martyr (Feast) 
 Acts 6:8-10. 7:54-59; Matthew 10:17-22 
11.00 a.m. MASS 
Saturday 27th December 
Saint John, Apostle and Evangelist (Feast) 
 1 John 1:1-4; John 20:2-8 
11.00 a.m. MASS 
6.30 p.m. First MASS of Sunday 
Sunday 28th December 
THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH 
 Sirach 3:2-6.12-17a; Coloss 3:12-21; Luke 2:41-52 
9.00 a.m. MASS Refreshments afterwards 
11.00 a.m. MASS Refreshments afterwards 
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